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The WGRFC Area

WGRFC is one of 13 NWS River 

Forecast Centers that provide 

precipitation and river forecasts 

for the Continental U.S. and 

Alaska.  WGRFC’s area of 

responsibility extends into 

Mexico in order to cover tributary 

rivers that flow into the Rio 

Grande.



WGRFC Forecast Types

 Flood Only Forecasts  - Begin issuance when location is forecast 
to rise above a “criteria” level.  Forecasts are updated until level drops 
below criteria.  This includes the majority of WGRFC forecast points

 Daily Forecasts – Issued every morning regardless of flow

 Recreation Forecasts – Issued weekly on Wednesday afternoon for 
upcoming weekend flows.
 Presidio

 Boquillas (Rio Grande Village)



River Recreation Advisory

• Product originated in the late 1970s.

• Collaborative project between the Texas Parks and 

Wildlife and the NWS River Forecast Center.

• TPWD provided floatability levels for river recreation 

locations across the state.

• RFC produces  hydrologic forecast and creates the 

forecast product.



River Recreation Advisory

• Forecast is created weekly every Wednesday 

afternoon.

• Daily flow and floatability are forecast for Fri-Sun, and 

through Mon for three day weekends.

• Projected reservoir releases are provided by Dam 

operators.

• Runoff and upstream flows are routed using RFC’s 

operational hydrologic model.
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River Recreation Advisory

• Product contains forecasts for approximately 30 

recreation points across the state.

• Two Rio Grand Points are included in the forecast:

• Presidio

• Boquillas (Rio Grande Village)



River Recreation Advisory

• Forecast  product is intended for public distribution

• Issued under the WMO header of FGUS84 KFWR

and the NWS product  id of FTWRVSFWR.

• Product is published in print media, and linked to 

from web pages.



Please visit our website at:
www.srh.weather.gov/wgrfc

For Additional Questions or Comments,

Please contact us:
817-831-3289 

Frank.Bell@noaa.gov

Thank You for Your Time!

http://www.srh.weather.gov/wgrfc
mailto:Frank.Bell@noaa.gov

